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The Temple—"of fame and glory throughout all lands"

Solomon succeeds his father David as king of Israel around 970BC.
Israel enters a period of peace and prosperity unequalled before or
since.

God appears to Solomon in a dream and says, “Ask what | shall give “

you” (1 Kings 3:5). Solomon asks for wisdom so he can “discern between

good and evil” (3:9). God is pleased with his request, and says, "l give Israel enters a

you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before ~ period of peace
you and none like you shall arise after you. | give you also what you and prosperity
have not asked, both riches and honour, so that no other king shall unequalled before

compare with you, all your days." (3:12-13). or since

Last time we saw God making a covenant with Solomon'’s father David.
One of God's promises was that David's son would build "a house" for
God's "name" (2 Samuel 7:13). God gave David the design for it (1
Chronicles 28:11-19). And so Solomon builds a magnificent Temple. He
sites it on Mount Moriah, just outside the city of Jerusalem, to the north.
This is almost certainly the mountain where Abraham sacrificed Isaac
(see Genesis 22:2). No expense is spared. It's to be “exceedingly
magnificent, of fame and glory throughout all lands” (1 Chronicles 22:5).
It's detailed in 1 Kings 6:2-10,15-36, 7:13-51, and 2 Chronicles 3:3-5:1.

The Temple's basic plan is like the Tabernacle’s. In the outer courtyard
is a great altar, and a huge bronze basin, plus ten smaller water basins
on wheeled stands. The Temple building itself comprises the Holy Place
and the Most Holy Place, plus additional rooms around them. But not
only is the Temple a permanent building (rather than a tent), it's also
much bigger than the Tabernacle. The Holy Place is 45 feet high, 60 feet
long, and 30 feet wide. The Most Holy Place is a perfect cube, 30 feet in
each direction. At the entrance of the Temple is a great porch, flanked
by two great bronze pillars.

The inner surfaces—the walls, floors, beams and presumably the
ceilings—of the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place are overlaid with
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To enter the
Temple is,
symbolically, like
entering a new
Garden of Eden!

gold. Enter these rooms, and all you can see is gold! What an amazing
experience to serve as a priest there, the light from the lampstands
reflecting off the gold, and flooding the room with a glorious golden
glow. In the Holy Place are ten golden lampstands, a golden table for
the bread, and a golden altar for incense. Within the Most Holy Place is
the Ark of the Covenant with the mercy seat on top, guarded by two
massive cherubim of olivewood overlaid with gold.
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An artist's impression of Solomon's Temple.

A new Garden of Eden

As we saw in session 7, there were links between the Tabernacle and
the Garden of Eden. The Tabernacle was, in effect, a new 'Garden of
Eden'—the garden where humans lived in God's presence.™

The Temple, too, has links with the Garden. Its inner walls are
decorated with gourds, flowers and palm trees. They're also adorned
with cherubim, which, together with the two massive cherubim in the
Most Holy Place and the two on the mercy seat, remind us of the
cherubim of Genesis 3:24. The tops of the two pillars flanking the porch
are in the form of lilies and decorated with pomegranates. The rim of
the huge water basin in the courtyard is like a lily-blossom; under its
rim it's decorated with gourds. The decoration on the stands for the
smaller water basins includes cherubim and palm trees. To enter the
Temple is, symbolically, like entering a new Garden of Eden!

Filled with God'’s glory

When all is complete, Solomon assembles the elders and leaders of
Israel and dedicates the Temple. The Ark of the Covenant is brought
into the Most Holy Place. God's glory-cloud fills the Temple; “a cloud
filled the house of the LORD, so that the priests could not stand to
minister . . ., for the glory of the LORD filled the house . ..." (1 Kings
8:10-11). God takes up residence there, just as He did in the Tabernacle.
From above the mercy seat, God reigns over Israel and over the whole
Earth. The mountain the Temple stands on becomes known as Mount
Zion. It's God's “holy mountain” (Joel 3:17), where heaven touches Earth.
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The Temple is like a new 'Garden of Eden’; so is the whole of the
Promised Land. It's a fertile, fruitful paradise. God is rolling back the
curse on the land (Genesis 3:17-19). God’s new humanity, Israel, lives in
God's new paradise. God'’s people are living in God'’s presence in God’s
paradise. That's nothing less than the Kingdom of God. It surely seems
to Israel that God's Kingdom has fully come!™

This is the high point of Israel's whole history. When he dedicates the
Temple, Solomon says: “Blessed be the LORD who has given rest to his
people Israel, according to all that he promised. Not one word has
failed of all his good promise, which he spoke by Moses his servant.” (1
Kings 8:56).

God's missional people

The Promised Land was God's bridgehead into a world under Satan’s
oppression. That bridgehead was now secured. Now God's people were
to bring God's blessing to the nations around. They were then, as we
are now, a missional people.

P Firstly, Israel was to reveal God’s nature, His kingship, His grace and His
plan of salvation to the nations. One writer tells us, “Rather than send
his evangelists and witnesses out to the far-flung corners of the
earth, as he does in New Testament times, God set a mission station
in the midst of the nations for all to see.”® Through God’s Law,
through the sacrifices and festivals, through the peace and wellbeing
of the nation, and through the fruitfulness of their land, Israel was to
teach the nations around about God. They were to demonstrate to
them what God is really like—not capricious, vindictive and cruel like
their own gods, but holy, righteous, trustworthy and kind. Pagans
couldn’t have personal relationships with their gods; Israel was to
demonstrate that the true God /oves to be in personal relationship
with His people.

» Secondly, God'’s people—His new humanity—were to demonstrate to the
pagan nations around what human life was meant to be like. Israel was
to be a showcase to the world of what a blessing it was for people to
be in covenant relationship with God.™

» Finally, Israel was to become a major trading nation. /t would become
wealthy enough to lend to many nations (Deuteronomy 15:6).P!

At the crossroads of the world

Israel was at the crossroads of the world—strategically positioned on
trade routes linking Europe, Asia and Africa. So people from many
surrounding nations would pass through the land. Others might make a
special journey there. As one writer explains, God “intended Israel to
function like a spiritual magnet, attracting other nations to him through
its witness to God.” ' We see this principle in action during Solomon'’s
reign: “. .. people of all nations came to hear the wisdom of Solomon ..
.. (1 Kings 4:34). At the Temple’s dedication, Solomon prays “. .. when a
foreigner ... comes from a far country for your name's sake (for they
shall hear of your great name and your mighty hand, and of your
outstretched arm), when he comes and prays toward this house, hear
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At this moment in
His people’s
history, God is
fulfilling His
promises to
Abrahamin a
wonderful way.

...and do according to all for which the foreigner calls to you, in order
that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you,
...." (1 Kings 8:41-43). Some travellers might even find themselves
settling in the Promised Land—perhaps even becoming members of
God's covenant people.

So the direction of mission was inwards—Ilike a magnet, drawing people
to Israel and to the true God. As we'll see later in our journey, a
thousand years later, that missional direction reversed. God was going
to send His people out "to the end of the earth" (Acts 1:8).

A people, aland, a blessing

At this moment in His people’s history, God is fulfilling His promises to
Abraham in a wonderful way. @ Firstly, God promised Abraham “I will
make of you a great nation” (Genesis 12:2). Now Israel is a great nation,
“as many as the sand by the sea” (1 Kings 4:20). @ Secondly, God
promised Abraham “To your offspring | give this land, from the river of
Egypt to ... the river Euphrates” (Genesis 15:18). Now Abraham's
descendants are in that land! Its borders stretch from the upper
Euphrates to Egypt’s border (see 1 Kings 4:21,24-25). @ Finally, God
promised Abraham “in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed”
(Genesis 12:3). In the various ways we've just seen, Israel was poised to
begin being a blessing to the nations.

One day, of course, these promises to Abraham will be ultimately
fulfilled in the new Creation pictured in the Bible's closing chapters. But
this period in Israel’s history is a glorious glimpse of what's to come.

Next time

But the battle with Satan isn't over. That ancient enemy of God's
people isn't going to give up without a fight. Once more, when Israel
is doing so well, things go wrong. We see what happens next time.

Bible Reading and Questions

You may like to read 1 Kings 3:5-14. Here are questions to think about:

? As we saw above, Solomon asks God for wisdom so he can “discern
between good and evil” (1 Kings 3:9). That phrase reminds us of “the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil” in the Garden of Eden
(Genesis 2:17). God forbad Adam and Eve from having the
knowledge of good and evil. But God is pleased that Solomon wants
to discern between good and evil, and so He grants his request. Why
does God give Solomon something which He didn't want Adam and
Eve to have? Think about how Solomon got his knowledge, and how
Adam and Eve got theirs. What's the difference? And how does this
apply to us today?
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