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A renewed and perfect world

The great and final judgment of the world is over.
Now John sees “a new heaven and a new earth, for
the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more” (Revelation 21:1). A new
and perfect world comes into being. We've been
longing for this ever since Genesis 3.

Part 51 A New Heave

In Part 1 we said that the Bible story is a drama in
four acts—the Good, the Bad, the New, and the
Perfect. Now, at last, we begin Act 4, the Perfect.
God transforms Heaven and Earth; His people now
live with Him on the renewed Earth. Creation will

never be troubled by Satan or sin again.

Our present Heaven and Earth will 'pass away'. Will
God destroy them and create a new Heaven and
Earth from nothing? The answer seems to be ‘No'".
Paul writes, “the creation . . . will be liberated from its
bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and
glory of the children of God" (Romans 8:21 NIV).
Creation will be "liberated"—set free. This strongly
suggests it will be transformed, rather than
destroyed and replaced. In the beginning, God
pronounced creation to be "very good" (Genesis
1:31). It's been impacted by evil, but it hasn't become
evil. So it doesn't need to be completely destroyed.
What it does need is to be cleansed and restored,
and "set free from its bondage to decay".

How will God do that? Peter tells us that, "by the word
of God ... the heavens and earth that now exist are
stored up for fire, . ... But the day of the Lord will
come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass
away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be
burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the
works that are done on it will be exposed. . ... the
heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the
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heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! But
according to his promise we are waiting for new
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness
dwells.” (2 Peter 3:5,7,10,12-13). All this suggests
that the cosmos will undergo a 'meltdown’,!" to be
reformed into the new Heaven and Earth. A picture
that comes to mind is of a goldsmith melting down
gold in a furnace, not to destroy it, but to shape it
into something new.

‘ God will cleanse and restore Heaven
and Earth; creation will be "set free
from its bondage to decay".

Here's another picture. When it's time for a caterpillar
to change into a butterfly, it pupates and becomes a
chrysalis. Inside the chrysalis, the caterpillar's body is
broken down and then reconstituted into the
butterfly. There's total transformation. The caterpillar
has passed away; the butterfly has come into being.
You'd hardly think that they're the same individual.
And yet they are. That's a great picture of how our
present Heaven and Earth will "pass away" and the
new Heaven and Earth will come into being.!

What will be destroyed is Satan's evil kingdom, as we
saw in Part 50. Peter tells us: “the heavens and earth
that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until
the day of judgment and destruction of the
ungodly”. Scripture often pictures God's anger and
judgment as fire (for example Isaiah 66:15-16). God
will thoroughly purge His creation from all evil:
Babylon (Revelation 18:1-19:5); the sea beast and the
false prophet and their armies (19:20-21); Antichrist (2
Thessalonians 2:8); Satan himself and the nations he's
deceived (Revelation 20:9-10), Death and Hades and
anyone not named in the book of life (20:14-15). Finally,
the physical creation has been polluted and spoiled by
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sin; it will be perfectly cleansed and healed. Satan
and sin will never trouble Heaven and Earth again!

John writes, "l saw a new heaven and a new earth, . ...
(Revelation 21:1).

Our renewed and perfect bodies

So there's continuity between the present Heaven and
Earth and the new Heaven and Earth. And there'll also
be continuity between our present bodies and our
resurrection bodies. As we saw in Part 38, Jesus's
risen body is the very same body He had during His
earthly life. Our resurrection bodies will be our old
bodies transformed, too—otherwise they wouldn't be
resurrection bodies! Paul illustrates this by a seed and
the plant that grows from it. He writes, “So is it with
the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is
perishable; what is raised is imperishable. It is sown
in dishonour; it is raised in glory. It is sown in
weakness; it is raised in power. It is sown a natural
body; it is raised a spiritual body.” (1 Corinthians
15:42-44). But after death, our bodies decay and turn
to dust. How will God re-assemble them into our new
resurrection bodies? Paul's picture of the seed helps
us here. Very few atoms in the seed may end up in
the plant that grows from it. But there's true
continuity between them, nonetheless. There'll be
true continuity between our present and renewed
bodies, too.

The new creation has already begun!

Jesus Himself is already part of the new creation.
He has His resurrection body. He's the "firstborn
from the dead" (Colossians 1:18), the first to rise
from death. The new creation began when He rose
from death, two thousand years ago!

And even though we don't yet have our new
bodies, there's a sense in which we believers, too,
are in the new creation now. Paul writes, “if anyone
is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has
passed away; behold, the new has come” (2

Corinthians 5:17).

The entrance of the bride ‘

At a typical wedding here in England, the
congregation—and especially the bridegroom!—wait
eagerly for the bride's arrival. Suddenly, voices hush

and heads turn to see her make her entrance, radiant
with joy and beautifully dressed. And that's what we
see in Revelation 21. The “holy city, new Jerusalem”
comes down "out of heaven from God, as a bride
adorned for her husband” (21:2). This city is the
heavenly bride, the bride of Christ. At its heart, the
Bible story is a romance. Jesus gave Himself up for
His beloved Church “that he might present the
church to himself in splendour, . . . that she might be
holy and without blemish” (Ephesians 5:25-27). Now
we see His bride in her final splendour, pure and
holy. Who is she? She's all God's people from all ages,
from both the Old and New Testament periods.

Two chapters before, an angel tells John to write:
“Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage
supper of the Lamb” (19:9). Who are these guests?
They're individual believers. And invitations to this
end-time wedding feast are still being sent out!
Weddings in Jesus's time were—as they are
today—celebrated by a feast (see John 2:1-11). This
wedding between Jesus and His bride will be
celebrated by a supper. Meals symbolise fellowship.
The marriage supper of the Lamb pictures our
fellowship with Jesus. We look ahead to this marriage
supper every time we eat the Lord’s Supper together.

Heaven on Earth

When He returns, isn't Jesus going to take us to live
with Him in Heaven? Not exactly. Jesus is returning
to Earth to live with us here on the new Earth. New
Jerusalem comes down out of Heaven to Earth.
Heaven will 'invade' Earth; there'll be Heaven on
Earth! We'll live on Earth, and be in Heaven, too!

“I will be their God, and they ... My people”

Then John hears “a loud voice from the throne”
proclaiming “Look! God’s dwelling place is now
among the people, and he will dwell with them. They
will be his people, and God himself will be with them
and be their God” (21:3 NIV). That's the crowning
promise of the new covenant that Jeremiah
prophesied (Jeremiah 31:31-34). A covenant, as we've
seen, brings two parties into a binding relationship.
From the very beginning God has planned to live
among His people. He began in the Garden of Eden
before Adam and Eve sinned. He promised it
throughout the Old Testament (for example, Exodus
6:7, Jeremiah 31:33, Zechariah 8:8). Jesus sealed the
new covenant with His blood (Luke 22:19-20).
Through the Cross, He's made it possible for us to be
God's people. Now on the New Earth, God has come
to live among His people for ever.
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God with us

The holy God, creator and sustainer of all that
exists, wants to live with us. This is one of the most
amazing truths in the whole Bible! It's a joy and
delight to God to be with us! He wants to lavish on
us all the countless and wonderful blessings of life

in His presence.

“The former things have passed away”

In the new creation, “the former things have passed
away"; God "will wipe away every tear from” [our]
“eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there
be mourning, nor crying, nor pain any more” (21:4).
No longer will there be “anything accursed” (22:3). All
the destruction, despair and death sin caused is now
gone; "he who was seated on the throne" says
"Behold, | am making all things new” (21:5). And God
says, “Those who are victorious will inherit all this”
(21:7 NIV)—"all this” being the blessings of living in
the New Earth and Heaven. It's children who inherit.
These victors will be God's precious children; He
declares “I will be their God and they will be my
children” (21:7 NIV). So deep is God's love for His
people, that He describes His relationship with them
in terms of the two most intimate human
relationships—the union between a man and his
wife, and the bond between a parent and their child.
We, God's people corporately, are Jesus's bride;
individually, we are God's children.

But outside the city are "the cowardly, the faithless,
the detestable, . . . murderers, the sexually immoral,
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars” (21:8, see also
22:15). Their destiny is to remain outside the
city—outside God's presence, outside His blessing,
outside the warmth of human friendship, outside
everything that gave meaning to life. This is indeed
the “second death” (21:8).

“The bride, the wife of the Lamb” ‘

An angel invites John to see the bride: “Come, | will
show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb"” (21:9). He
sees "the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of
heaven from God"” (21:10). The city has “the glory of
God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper,
clear as crystal” (21:11); it is “pure gold, clear as glass”
(21:18, see also 21:21). The city glows with the beauty
and glory of God. It's saturated with God’s presence.
The vision of it is almost beyond imagination. This
wonderful city is described in picture-language. We're
seeing God'’s people living in God's presence in God’s
paradise. We're seeing the Kingdom of God in its final
glory.

The city has “a great, high wall” (21:12). Each of its
twelve gates is “made of a single pearl” (21:21). On
them are inscribed "the names of the twelve tribes of
the sons of Israel” (21:12). These “twelve tribes”
picture God's faithful people “from every nation”
(7:9). They're citizens of New Jerusalem; they have the
right to enter the city. The wall has "twelve
foundations”, each “adorned” with a different jewel
(21:19-20). On them are “the twelve names of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb” (21:14). The gospel that
the apostles preached and taught is foundational to
God's people. By believing it, people are brought to
faith in Christ; by feeding on it, they grow to maturity.
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Each of the gates of New Jerusalem is made from a single
pearl (Revelation 21:21), and its gates are always open (21:25).
In this painting by Pat Marvenko Smith, we're looking through

one of these open gates. We see the river of living water

flowing from the throne of God and the Lamb, through the

middle of the street of the city; the tree of life flourishes on

either bank (Revelation 22:1-2).

The city's length, width and height are equal
(21:16)—in other words, it's a cube. There's only one
other cube in the Bible—the Most Holy Place in the
Tabernacle (calculated from Exodus 26:1-37) and in
the Temple (1 Kings 6:20). The Most Holy Place was
the special room where God lived on Earth. But now
there's "no temple in the city, for its temple is the
Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb" (21:22). The
whole city is a Most Holy Place; the whole city is filled
with the presence of God. In the Tabernacle and the
Temple, only the high priest could enter the Most
Holy Place, and only under the strictest conditions.
Now God's people—every one of them—Iive there!
They live in the very presence of God.

‘ ‘ The whole city is filled with the
presence of God. God’s people live in
the very presence of God!

And the city is huge—"12,000 stadia" (around 1,450
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miles) square (21:16). These measurements seem to
be telling us that New Jerusalem fills the new Earth. In
the beginning, God lived in the Garden of Eden with
Adam and Eve. But as the human family grew ever
larger, they were to extend the garden—and
therefore God's presence with it—out to the whole
Earth. Now that's happened! So Habakkuk’'s prophecy
is fulfilled: “the earth will be filled with the knowledge
of the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea”
(Habakkuk 2:14 and see Isaiah 11:9).

Salvation for the nations and their kings ‘

The nations will walk by the city’s “light"—the light of
God's glory (21:24). And the “kings of the earth will
bring their glory” into the city; into it will be brought
“the glory and the honour of the nations” (21:24,26).
This is an act of worship; the kings and nations are
laying down their glory and honour before God.
Earlier in Revelation, we read that “all nations have
drunk the wine of the passion of” Babylon’s “sexual
immorality” (18:3), and “the kings of the earth” had
committed “sexual immorality” with Babylon (17:1-2,
see also 18:3,9). So how did any of “the nations” and
“the kings of the earth” get into New Jerusalem? In
the only way anyone can get in—by repenting of sin
and receiving Jesus Christ as their Lord. By His blood,
the Lamb “ransomed people for God from every tribe
and language and people and nation” (Revelation
5:9). And so God has fulfilled His promise to
Abraham, that through him “all peoples on earth will
be blessed” (Genesis 12:3 NIV).

In this city is a throne—"the throne of God and of the
Lamb” (22:1,3). Flowing from this throne is "the river
of the water of life, bright as crystal”. It flows “through
the middle of the street of the city” (22:1). This river
of life, “flows . . . through the length of Scripture”.Bl A
river “flowed out of Eden to water the garden”
(Genesis 2:10-12), we see its life-giving stream, for
example, in Psalm 1:1-3 and Ezekiel 47:1-12. Now we
see it here in the new Earth. It pictures eternal life—life
in fellowship with God, life in His presence, abundant
life (see John 10:10). It is the life that the Holy Spirit
gives us (see John 7:37-39). God promises, "To the
thirsty | will give from the spring of the water of life
without payment” (21:6, see also 7:17, 22:17). God
invites everyone to drink of His living water.

On either side of the river is "the tree of life” with
"twelve kinds of fruit” (22:2). Like the river, the tree of
life first appears in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:9).
If Adam and Eve had eaten from it before they
sinned, God would have given them eternal life—a
never-ending life of perfect relationship with Him.

But after they'd sinned, God had to "guard the way to
the tree of life” (Genesis 3:24) to prevent them eating
from it. But now access to that tree has been
restored. All God's people may eat from the tree! It
yields fruit every month. And it bears leaves "for the
healing of the nations” (22:2).

Two contrasting worlds™

We've seen that the Bible is, among other things, ‘a
tale of two cities'—humanity’s city Babylon and
God's city Jerusalem. What a contrast they are!

® New Jerusalem is a chaste bride, the wife of the
Lamb (21:2,9); Babylon was a filthy prostitute, "with
whom the kings of the earth have committed sexual
immorality" (Revelation 17:2). ® New Jerusalem has
"the glory of God" (21:11); Babylon was "clothed in
fine linen, in purple and scarlet, adorned with gold,
with jewels, and with pearls" (18:16), riches gained
through exploitation and corruption. @ In New
Jerusalem flows "the river of the water of life" (22:1);
Babylon is the scene of slaughter; she's drunk with

"the blood of the martyrs of Jesus" (17:6)!

A new garden

New Jerusalem reminds us of the Garden of Eden.
But it's far more than a restored Garden. It now
covers the whole Earth. And it's transformed into a
garden-city. The Garden of Eden was, in fact, a kind of
'building site’. God planned that a garden-city should
be built there—and that it should extend across the
whole Earth. Now we see that city!

Next time...

What will life be like on the New Earth? And what
will we do? We'll explore these two questions in
our final part. And we'll end by recapping on some
key themes we've traced in our series.

Bible Reading and Question

You may like to read Revelation 21:1-7. Here's a
question to think about: P In Old Testament times
God lived among His people in the Most Holy Place,
the innermost room of the Tabernacle and Temple.
But now the whole of New Jerusalem—in fact, the
whole of the new Earth—is His dwelling place. What
impact does this have on your hope of life in eternity?
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